Blessed Virgin Mary, Help of Christians Church
(St. Mary’s, Winfield)

70-31 48th Avenue
Woodside, New York 11377
(718) 672-4848

November 3, 2025

Mario Costabile
Executive Director
Array of Hope

180 Old Tappan Rd
Building 2 Suite 2
Old Tappan NJ 07675

Dear Mario:

I want to thank you and your team for an outstanding youth retreat on Saturday,
October 25, Having worked with you previously on our spring confirmation retreat, | knew
what to expect. Your team provides a professional, Spirit-led, engaging retreat for our young
people. Our youth were open to your ice-breakers, games and talks. They were able to process
what they were hearing in the small-group breakouts. The variety of different topics also
helped them to find different areas that spoke to them.

If I want to highlight one aspect of your team’s ministry, it would be the music. The band
was simply outstanding. They led the youth in songs they knew but also taught them new ones.
The music helped many of them to encounter new ways to pray. The music for Mass was
uplifting and led them to deeper prayer. Many of my parishioners also commented how good it
was. As good as they were all day long, the music for worship in the Eucharistic procession was
at another level. To keep almost two hundred youth in a spirit of prayer and adoration for an
hour and half was a testimony to the band’s love for the Lord. They did not just play music, they
truly led worship. This allowed the youth to truly open their hearts to Jesus and experience the
encounter with Jesus that we wanted for them.

| am so grateful that the Catholic Church has organizations like yours. You come in with
a well-done, professional, engaging, Christ-centered program that makes it easier for parishes. |
look forward to working with you again in the future.

Rev.-ChriStopEer M. O’Connor
Pastor '




